
 

If you require reasonable accommodations for this meeting, 

call Park District Headquarters at 951-255-9513 at least 72 hours before the meeting. 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING - 1:30 PM 

 
1.0 Call to Order 

 

2.0 Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

3.0 Roll Call 

 

4.0 Approval of Minutes – Action 

Job Code: 2023-06 

Approval of Minutes of August 10, 2023. 

 

5.0 Special Recognition – Informational  

 5.1 Welcome New Commissioners 

  Joyce Ann Hohenadl, Appointed to District 2 

Supervisor Karen Spiegel reappointed Joyce Hohenadl to the Historical Commission on 

August 29, 2023. 

 

Deborah L. Newton, Appointed to District 1 

 Supervisor Kevin Jeffries appointed Deborah L. Newton to the Historical Commission on 

August 29, 2023. 

 

6.0 Public Comments Related to Historical Commission 

A three-minute limitation will apply to each member of the public who wishes to address the 

Commission on a matter not on the agenda. No member of the public is allowed to “share” his/her 

three minutes with any other member of the public. (Usually, any items received under this heading 

are referred to staff for further study, research, completion and/or future Commission action.) Any 

person wishing to address the Commission on any matter, whether or not it appears on this agenda, 

is requested to complete a Request to Speak form available from the Recording Secretary. The 

completed form is to be submitted to the Secretary prior to an individual being heard. Whenever 

possible, lengthy testimony should be presented to the Commission in writing and only pertinent 

points presented orally. 
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If you require reasonable accommodations for this meeting, 

call Park District Headquarters at 951-255-9513 at least 72 hours before the meeting. 

7.0 Old Business  

7.1 Landmark Nomination HC-2023-001 (Continued Item From 8/10/2023) – Action  

Job Code: 2023-04 

Proposal by Joyce Hohendadl to consider a Riverside County Landmark for the structure 

Chapel of Memories located at 28300 Mercedes Street, Temecula, CA (APNs 921-070-

032 and 921-070-031) in District 3. The Riverside County Regional Park and Open Space 

District recommends that the Historical Commission recommend that the Board of 

Supervisors determine that this proposal is exempt from the California Environmental 

Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Rule) as this 

proposal will not have a significant effect on the environment.  

 

7.2 Landmark Nomination HC-2023-002 (Continued Item From 8/10/2023) – Action 

Job Code: 2023-05 

Staff is requesting further continuance. Proposal for the proposal by Mike McCarthy of 

Riverside Neighbors Opposing Warehouses (R-NOW) to consider a Riverside County 

Historic District for the March Weapons Storage Area (WSA) located on APNs 297-090-

001, 297-090-010, and 297-090-021 in District 1. The Riverside County Regional Park and 

Open Space District recommends that the Historical Commission recommend that the 

Board of Supervisors determine that this proposal is exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense 

Rule) as this proposal will not have a significant effect on the environment. 

 

8.0 New Business  

8.1 New Calendar – Action 

Job Code: 2023-07 

Historical Commissioners to review and approve new calendar. 

 

9.0 Tentative Future Agenda Items  

Opportunity for the members of the Historical Commission to request future agenda items. 

 

10.0 Historic Preservation Officer Updates – Informational  

10.1 Future Workshop 

HPO proposes a future workshop meeting focused on the Brown Act and existing bylaws. 

 

10.2 Riverside County Historic Preservation Guidance Documents and Historical 

Commission Bylaws 

HPO to discuss goals to update Historical Commission bylaws, Ordinance 578 

(Ordinance Governing the Establishment of Historic Preservation Districts and 

Regulating Activities Therin), Riverside County Historical Landmarks Criteria & 

Procedures, and the Riverside County Historical Landmark Nomination Form. 

 

10.3 Historical Commission Website 

HPO to discuss recent changes to website and proposed updates.   

 

11.0 Next Meeting 

Thursday, November 16, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. Parks HQ, 4600 Crestmore Rd, Riverside, CA 

 

12.0 Adjournment 
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1.0 Workshop/Study Session – None 

 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 

 

1.0 Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 1:38 p.m. 
 

2.0 Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner 

Williamson. 
 

3.0 Roll Call: Commissioners Present: Williamson (II), Falcone (I), Chair Hohenadl (I), Vice- 

Chair Lech (V), Deutsch (III), Martland (III), Jarrell Johnson (MAL); Absent: None ; Staff 

Present: Adame and Lawlor. 

 

4.0 Approval of Minutes – Action 

May , 2022 approved. (M/S/C Jarrell Johnson/Martland) 

 

5.0 Special Recognition – Informational 

5.1 Welcome New Chief of Planning, Development, and Interpretation, Gaby Adame 

Lawlor introduced Chief Adame 

 

5.2 Welcome New Commissioner 
Lawlor introduced the new Historic Commissioner for District I, Philip Falcone  

 

5.3 Welcome New Commissioner  

Lawlor introduced the new Historic Commissioner for District III, Stacia Deutsch 

  

6.0 Public Comments Related to Historical Commission – None 

 

7.0 Subcommittee Reports-- None 

 

8.0 Old Business 

8.1 Updated 2023 Meeting Locations – Action 

 

 
 

 

 

Park District 

Headquarters 

4600 Crestmore Road 

Jurupa Valley, CA 92509 

951/255-9513 

 

Riverside County 

Regional Park & Open-Space 

Historical Commission Meeting 

Thursday, August 10, 2023 1:30 p.m. 

Gilman Historic Ranch  

1901 W. Wilson Street  

Banning, CA 92220 

 

SPECIAL MEETING 

 

M I N U T E S 
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 Bridget Lawlor, Historic Preservation Officer 

 Job Code 2020-08 

 (M/S/C Falcone/Jarrell Johnson) 

 The Commissioners voted for the next meeting to take place at Parks Headquarters. 

  

 8.2 History Organizations Calendar—Informational 

 Vice Chair Lech revisited the idea of having a county wide calendar for historical 

events that lives on the RivCoParks website.  Chief Adame suggested that when the 

new Public Information Specialist is in place, then they can work on making this a 

reality.    

 

9.0 New Business 

9.1 Seeking New Commissioners—Informational 

HPO Lawlor updated the Commission that we still have vacancies in District IV (2) 

and District V (1). 

 

9.2 Election of Chair of the Historical Commission for 2023/24—Action 

Job Code: 2023-01 

Vice Chair Lech was nominated for Chair. (M/S/C Falcone/Jarrell Johnson) 

 

9.3 Election of Vice Chair of the Historical Commission for 2023/24—Action  

Job Code: 2023-01 

Jarrell Johnson nominated for Vice Chair (M/S/C Falcone/Lech) 

 

9.4 Board Resolution for Commemoration of Commissioner Ruth Atkins—Action 

Job Code: 2023-03 

Vice Chair Lech moved to for a continuation, so the Commission has a chance to 

review the commemoration policy. (M/S/C Lech/Jarrell Johnson) 

 

9.5 County Landmark Nomination: Chapel of Memories—Action 

Job Code: 2023-04 

Martland motioned to approve with conditions and bring to September 21st meeting 

for final approval with updated report that includes facts and findings.  (M/S/C 

Martland/Deutsch) 

 

9.6  County Landmark Nomination: March Weapons Storage Area (WSA)—Action 

Job Code: 2023-05 

Jarrell Johnson requested more information and motioned for a continuation until the 

Commissioners received more information regarding nomination.  (M/S/C Jarrell 

Johnson/Deutsch) 

 

10.0 Tentative Future Agenda Items 

10.1 Approval of Landmark Applications—Action  

Revisions and updates will be made on Chapel of Memories and March Weapons Storage 

Area applications and brought back to the Commission on September 21st.  

 

11.0 Commissioners Report – Informational 

Individual Commissioner report on events happening within their districts. 

 

12.0 Next Meeting 

September 21, 2023, 1:30 p.m. location Parks Headquarters 4600 Crestmore Road Jurupa 

Valley 92509. 
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13.0 Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 2:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Bridget Lawlor 

Historic Preservation Officer  



 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 21, 2023            AGENDA ITEM NO.: 7.1 

 

PROPOSED PROJECT  

 
 
 

Case Numbers        HC-2023-001  

Request To consider a Landmark Designation request to designate the Chapel 
of Memories as a County Historic Landmark. 

Applicant  Joyce Hohenadl  

 

 

 

Nomination 
Location  

28300 Mercedes Street, Temecula, CA 92590  
North side of Mercedes Street within Sam Hicks Monument Park  

 

Historic District Not Applicable  

Historic 
Designation 

RIV-082 (Subject to vote) 

Staff  
Dr. Bridget Lawlor, Historic Preservation Officer 
951-529-2361 
blawlor@rivco.org  

mailto:blawlor@rivco.org
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RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
Staff recommends that the Historical Commission recommend that the Board of Supervisors: 

1. DETERMINE that Landmark Application HC-2023-001 for the designation of the Chapel of 
Memories as a Riverside County Landmark is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Rule) and 
15308 (Actions by Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment), as the proposal will 
have no significant effect on the environment, identifies the structure as a cultural resource, and 
preserves the historic character of a cultural resource; and 
 

2. APPROVE Historic Landmark Application HC-2023-001 based on the facts of findings, and 
designate the Chapel of Memories as a Riverside County Historic Landmark.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 
The Chapel of Memories 
 
The Chapel of Memories (St. Catherine of Alexandra Catholic Church) is a simple American Colonial 
architecture style church located at 28300 Mercedes Street (Exhibit 1).  St. Catherine of Alexandra Catholic 
Church began as a mission church of the San Luis Rey Mission for the areas of San Jacinto, Lake Elsinore, 
and Pala.  The construction of this structure was spurred by need for a physical space to conduct Catholic 
mass for the St. Catherine of Alexandra Catholic Church in Temecula.  The citizens of the town pulled 
together to raise the funds necessary through donations, volunteer labor, and a community fundraiser at 
Vail Ranch.  Six town lots were secured on the corner of Front and Sixth Streets.  The parish priest during 
the time of construction, Father John J. Burri, informed parishioners that the new structure would be a 
“frame building 26’x36’ with a sanctuary 12’x12’ and a vestry of 10’x12’.”  Contractor R.J. Smith began 
construction of the church on February 9, 1917 and the structure was complete on March 30, 1917. 
 
The structure served the Catholic community for over 70 years.  Over the years, the church added portable 
additions to serve the growing population, however, it was not sufficient.  The community eventually 
outgrew the building and built a larger facility on C Street and Santiago.  For several years after the 
completion of the new church, the building was used for classrooms and administrative functions.  
Eventually, the structure became vacant and slated for demolition to make way for commercial growth 
on Front Street.  In order to avoid demolition, the structure was sold and purchased for $1 by Tony and 
Mildred Tobin who donated it to the Temecula Museum Society.  In May 1989, the building was moved 
to its current location in Sam Hicks Monument.  The building is still in use as a wedding and special events 
chapel. 
 
American Colonial Architecture 
 
Early American colonial churches reflected architectural styles from Europe, adapted to the new materials 
and conditions in North America. Most early churches were fairly modest wooden buildings in the 
Georgian or Federal styles. More elaborate churches in the cities and towns might be built of stone or 
brick and heave Georgian, Federal, or even Gothic inspired designs. Some identifying features of Wood 
frame construction with clapboard siding was common, though later churches might use stone or brick. 
Styles like Georgian and Federal were symmetrical and simple, with restrained classical details like 
columns, pilasters, arches and pediments. Towers or steeples were often present, sometimes with a row 
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of columns or pilasters Entryways usually had a pedimented portico or columned porch in styles like Greek 
Revival. The overall form and details reflect both European influence and adaptation to colonial life. 
 
Growth of Catholicism in Temecula 
 
The growth of Catholicism in Temecula is intertwined with the broader history of Catholicism in 
California, which dates back to the Spanish colonial period in the late 18th century.  Below is a brief 
history of the growth of Catholicism in Temecula:  
 

• Spanish Missions: Catholicism was first introduced to California by Spanish missionaries who 
established a series of missions along the coast, beginning in the late 18th century.  These 
missions served as centers for religious and agricultural activities.  While Temecula itself was not 
the site of a mission, it was located in the broader region influenced by the missions.   

• Mexican Secularization:  In the early 19th century, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and 
the Mexican government enacted secularization laws that led to the secularization and eventual 
abandonment of many mission.  This period saw a decline in the influence of the Catholic 
Church in California, including the Temecula area.   

• American Period: In the mid-19th century, California became part of the United States following 
the Mexican-American War.  During this time, the Catholic Church began to reestablish its 
presence in the state.   

• Local Catholic Community: The growth of Temecula as a town in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries brought an influx of residents, including Catholic families.  Local Catholics initially 
attended Mass in private homes or at temporary facilities.   

• St. Catherine’s Catholic Church:  In 1917, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church was founded in 
Temecula.  This marked a significant milestone in the growth of the Catholic community in the 
area.  The church provided a permanent place of worship for the local Catholics.   

• Continues Growth: As Temecula’s population continued to grow in the 20th century, so did the 
Catholic community.  New churches, schools, and other institutions were established to 
accommodate the needs of the expanding Catholic population.  

• Modern Era: Today, Temecula has several Catholic churches, including St. Catherine’s and St. 
Jeanne de Lestonnac, serving the spiritual needs of the community.  The Diocese of San 
Bernardino encompasses the Temecula area, and the Catholic faith remains an important part of 
the city’s religious and cultural landscape.   

 
The growth of Catholicism in Temecula, like in many other parts of California, reflects the historical and 
demographic changes in the region, from its Spanish colonial roots to its modern, diverse community.  
The Catholic Church has played a significant role in providing spiritual guidance and community support 
throughout Temecula’s history. 
 

ANALYSIS  

 
The applicant has provided a statement of significance, photographs documenting the architecture and 
building setting, and copies of primary and secondary sources as summarized below (Exhibit 2). The 
applicant has also provided owner consent to move forward with the landmark application and 
designation. 
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Architectural Description 
The Chapel of Memories is situated on the north side of Mercedes Street within Sam Hicks Monument 
Park in Temecula. The chapel is a modest structure featuring a low pitched gabled rood, rectangular 
layout, a portico, steeple with bell opening, and wood siding. The southern façade, which is the location 
of the primary entryway, has a double door entrance with simple casing. The western and eastern 
façades both feature four windows, three that that are glass stained windows in wooden casing and a 
single window with clear glazing. The southern façade features a wider façade from the northern. 
 
Statement of Significance  
The Chapel of Memories is historically significant because it is an excellent example of American Colonial 

architecture in the County.  The chapel is also significant as it holds historical and cultural importance as 

a cornerstone of the local Catholic community.   

The Chapel of Memories retains a high degree of integrity required for Landmark designation.  

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION EVALUATION  

 
Per the Riverside County Landmarks Criteria and Procedures, “historic resource” means: “an object, 
building, structure, site, monument, landmark, area, or place that is significant in terms of architectural, 
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, archaeological, military, or cultural 
history.”  Pursuant to the applicable historic resource eligibility criteria, the Chapel of Memories is 
eligible for designation under Criterion B.2.2 and B.2.3 based on the following facts:  
 
FINDING:  Criterion B.2.2: Is associated with the lives of persons important to the history of 

Riverside County or its communities.  
 
 
FACTS:  The Chapel of Memories (St. Catherine of Alexandria Catholic Church) is associated with 

the San Luis Rey mission history of the area and representative of the population growth 
of the area— consisting largely of peoples of the Catholic faith.   

 
 
FINDING:            Criterion B.2.3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, Riverside 

County region, or method of construction, or represents the work of an important 
creative individual or possesses high artistic value.  

 
FACTS: The Chapel of Memories (St. Catherine of Alexandria Catholic Church) is characteristic of 

the American Colonial architectural style.  It is one of the few examples in the region of  
American Colonial churches that exhibits minor alterations to the structure.   

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE AND COMMENTS 

 
A public hearing notice was posted to the Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District 
website and posted outside the meeting site 72 hours prior to the meeting per the Brown Act.  
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EXHIBITS LIST   

 
1. Aerial/Location Map 
2. Historic Designation Application 
3. Current Photos  

 

Prepared by: Bridget Lawlor, Historic Preservation Officer 
Reviewed by: Gaby Adame, Bureau Chief of Planning, Development, and Interpretation 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Page | 6   September 21, 2023 
  HC-2023-001 

 

Exhibit 1 Aerial/Location Map 
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Exhibit 3 Current Photos 
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     Exhibit 3 (Continued)  

 

 



Landmark Designation: 
The Chapel of Memories 

Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District

Printed 9/18/2023

Historical Commission
Agenda Item: 

September 21, 2023

1

Camping      Trails      Nature Centers      Ecological Reserves      Historic Sites 



Aerial Photo/Location



The Chapel of Memories



The Chapel of Memories



Recommendation

Staff recommends that the Historical Commission recommend that 
the Board of Supervisors: 

1. DETERMINE that Landmark Application HC-2023-001 for the 
designation of the Chapel of Memories as a Riverside County 
Landmark is categorically exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 
15061(b)(3) (Common Sense Rule) and 15308 (Actions by 
Regulatory Agencies for Protection of the Environment), as the 
proposal will have no significant effect on the environment, 
identifies the structure as a cultural resource, and preserves 
the historic character of a cultural resource; and 

2.  APPROVE Historic Landmark Application HC-2023-001 based 
on the facts of findings and designate the Chapel of Memories 
as a Riverside County Historic Landmark. 



Statement of Significance 

The Chapel of Memories is historically significant because it holds historical and cultural importance as a 

cornerstone of the local Catholic community.   

 
The growth of Catholicism in Temecula is intertwined with the broader history of Catholicism in 
California, which dates back to the Spanish colonial period in the late 18th century.  Below is a brief 
history of the growth of Catholicism in Temecula:  
 

• Spanish Missions: Catholicism was first introduced to California by Spanish missionaries who 
established a series of missions along the coast, beginning in the late 18th century.  These 
missions served as centers for religious and agricultural activities.  While Temecula itself was not 
the site of a mission, it was located in the broader region influenced by the missions.   

• Mexican Secularization:  In the early 19th century, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and 
the Mexican government enacted secularization laws that led to the secularization and eventual 
abandonment of many mission.  This period saw a decline in the influence of the Catholic 
Church in California, including the Temecula area.   

• American Period: In the mid-19th century, California became part of the United States following 
the Mexican-American War.  During this time, the Catholic Church began to reestablish its 
presence in the state.   

• Local Catholic Community: The growth of Temecula as a town in the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries brought an influx of residents, including Catholic families.  Local Catholics initially 
attended Mass in private homes or at temporary facilities.   

• St. Catherine’s Catholic Church:  In 1917, St. Catherine’s Catholic Church was founded in 
Temecula.  This marked a significant milestone in the growth of the Catholic community in the 
area.  The church provided a permanent place of worship for the local Catholics.   

• Continues Growth: As Temecula’s population continued to grow in the 20th century, so did the 
Catholic community.  New churches, schools, and other institutions were established to 
accommodate the needs of the expanding Catholic population.  

• Modern Era: Today, Temecula has several Catholic churches, including St. Catherine’s and St. 
Jeanne de Lestonnac, serving the spiritual needs of the community.  The Diocese of San 
Bernardino encompasses the Temecula area, and the Catholic faith remains an important part of 
the city’s religious and cultural landscape.   

 
The growth of Catholicism in Temecula, like in many other parts of California, reflects the historical and 
demographic changes in the region, from its Spanish colonial roots to its modern, diverse community.  
The Catholic Church has played a significant role in providing spiritual guidance and community support 
throughout Temecula’s history. 

 



































 

 

 

 

HISTORICAL COMMISSION MEETING 
DATE: SEPTEMBER 21, 2023            AGENDA ITEM NO.: 7.2 

 

PROPOSED PROJECT  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Case Number        HC-2023-002 

Request To Consider A Riverside County Historic District for the March 
Weapons Storage Area (WSA)  

Applicant  Mike McCarthy, Riverside Neighbors Opposing Warehouses (R-
NOW) 

 

 

 

Nomination 
Location  

Located on APNs 297-090-001, 297-090-010, and 297-090-021 in 
District 1. South of Alessandro Boulevard along Vista Grande Drive 
– north of Orangecrest neighborhood, east of Mission Grove 
neighborhood and Barton Road, west of Meridian Parkway. 

       
 
 

Historic District Not Applicable  

Historic 
Designation 

Not Applicable 

Staff  
Dr. Bridget Lawlor, Historic Preservation Officer 
951-529-2361 
blawlor@rivco.org  

mailto:blawlor@rivco.org
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RECOMMENDATIONS  

 
Staff recommends that the Historic Commission: 
 

1. CONTINUE  this item to an undetermined Historical Commission Meeting to allow the applicant 
additional time to provide all applicable items required to establish a new historic preservation 
district as required by Riverside County Ordinance 578, Section 2.1A 
 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION 

 
A Historic Landmark Nomination Form was submitted by Mr. Mike McCarthy from to consider a Riverside 
County Historic District for the March Weapons Storage Area (WSA) located on (APNs 297-090-001, 297-
090-010, and 297-090-021). As stated in the applicants Statement of Significance, “The March Weapons 
Storage Area (WSA), also known as ‘the bomb dump’ and ‘munitions storage area’ is a cluster of 
[approximately] 20 buildings located on the West March campus…constructed from 1948-1962 as part of 
the March Air Force Base mission as part of the Strategic Air Comman.” 
 
Due to a lack of proper information and direction included in the Riverside County Regional Park and Open 
Space District website on the historic district nomination process, Parks Staff requires additional time to 
work with the applicant. Riverside County Ordinance 578 governs the establishment of historic 
preservation districts and regulates activities therein. Section 2.1A of this ordinance states:  
 

“Any person or local governmental entity may request the establishment of a Historic 
Preservation District by submitting a District Application to the General Manager and accompanied by 
the filing fee set forth in County Ordinance No. 671 [Fees For Land Use and Related Functions]. The District 
Application shall clearly define the boundaries of the proposed Historic Preservation District, describe the 
historical significance of the area and include a copy of the applicable Historic Resources Survey.” 
 
 

Prepared by: Dr. Bridget Lawlor, Historic Preservation Officer 
Reviewed by: Gaby Adame, Bureau Chief of Planning, Development, and Interpretation 
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