FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 14, 2021

CONTACT:
Darin Schemmer, Office of Fourth District Supervisor V. Manuel Perez, (760) 863-8211

Fishing Derby Benefiting Veterans Scheduled Saturday

LA QUINTA — Supervisor V. Manuel Perez invites the community to come out to Lake Cahuilla
Veterans Regional Park for a first-ever veterans fishing derby and have a good time while
supporting veterans this Saturday, April 17.

The inaugural Veterans Fishing Derby will take place from 8 a.m. to noon at Lake Cahuilla
Veterans Regional Park, located at 58075 Jefferson Street, La Quinta, CA 92253. The derby
registration begins at 8 a.m. At noon, there will be a flyover by the Palm Springs Air Museum

and prizes will be presented to the derby winners.

Advance online registration is required at https://bit.ly/3smWQID.

Organized by Supervisor Perez and the Fourth District Veterans Cabinet, the vision of the fishing
derby is to start activities that benefit veterans at Lake Cahuilla Veterans Regional Park and
make the park a gathering point for veterans. Some veterans may be experiencing this park — the
first park in the county park system named in honor of veterans — for their first time Saturday.

“Lake Cahuilla Veterans Regional Park is a place of rest and relaxation for our veterans,” said
Supervisor Perez. “Those who served, their families and friends will gather here to celebrate
service, remember those who gave their lives in service to our country, and enjoy a morning of
fishing. We also want to thank all our sponsors for their generosity and donations.”
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The event is open to everyone, and the tournament fee as well as food and beverages available
for purchase will benefit veterans’ organizations. Coming to fish and compete for prizes, or just
visiting the park and buying something to eat, will support local veterans’ posts which have been
struggling over the past year.

Steven Waggoner, Chair of the Fourth District Veterans Cabinet and Commander of the
American Legion Herman Granados Post 739 in Indio, stated: “Under the request of Supervisor
V. Manuel Perez, the committee has worked hard to bring an outdoor event to the Coachella
Valley. The fishing derby at Lake Cahuilla’s Veteran Park was organized to bring veterans and

their families together for a fun and relaxed day at the lake.”

The event will emphasize pandemic safety and quagga mussel prevention. Capacity at the event
is limited to 500 participants, following Riverside County Public Health guidance. For safety,
physical distancing and face coverings when around others are required. Park district staff will

inspect fishing equipment at the entrance and distribute materials on quagga mussel prevention.

The Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District has waived the park’s entry and
fishing fee for veterans and military with ID for the day of the derby. Starting at 8 a.m., everyone
competing in the derby will register at the registration table inside the park to get a wristband.
General admission is $10 admission/fishing fee at the gate, plus a $5 tournament fee at the
registration table. The fee for children 12 and under is $13 ($8 admission/fishing and $5

tournament fee). Veterans and military do not pay a tournament fee.

A state fishing license is required for all over the age of 16 to fish. The license is not sold at the

park, but can be purchased at local retailers.
The Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District is stocking the lake with
1,500 pounds of catfish, to be delivered Thursday, April 15. Fishing will not be allowed at the

park on April 15 and April 16, which is customary prior to fishing derbies.

Prizes will be given in adult and children divisions for catfish, trout and other fish species.
Prize-winning fish will be determined by length.
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In addition to registering online in advance at https://bit.ly/3smWQID, attendees should plan on

bringing cash for the tournament fee and any food and beverage purchases, sunblock and a hat or
personal shade for the sunny weather, chairs (optional), their fishing gear and their fishing
license, which is not sold at the park, and unopened bait. Attendees should remain hydrated

throughout the day.

The fishing derby is hosted in partnership with the Riverside County Regional Park and
Open-Space District and the Coachella VValley Water District.

The Cabazon Band of Mission Indians is the title sponsor for the inaugural Veterans Fishing
Derby. Sponsors and event partners include: the Palm Springs Air Museum, the Palm Springs
Aerial Tramway, General Patton Memorial Museum, Yellow Mart Indio, Mission Veteran,
Rincon Nortefio, Desert Willow Golf Resort, Desert Valley Outdoors, Chaparritos Grill,
Tacotillo, Sacher Enterprises, American Legion- Herman Granados Post 739, Veterans of
Foreign Wars- Bill Huntington Post 3699, the Navy League of Palm Springs, Air Force
Association Chapter 134 Palm Springs, Disabled American Veterans, General Henry B. Freeman
Foundation, National Guard Association of California, Memorial Honor Detail- Riverside
National Cemetery, the Desert Recreation District and the Riverside County Community &

Business Services Department.
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Supervisor V. Manuel Perez represents the eastern two-thirds of Riverside County on the
Riverside County Board of Supervisors. Stretching from Palm Springs and Desert Hot Springs,
south to the Salton Sea and east to Blythe and the Colorado River, the 4™ District is the largest
geographical district in the county.

Supervisor Perez’s office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.

About the Riverside County Regional Park and Open-Space District:

Our Mission is to acquire, protect, develop, manage, and interpret for the inspiration, use and
enjoyment of all people, a well-balanced system of park related places of outstanding scenic,
recreational, and historic importance. Our Vision is to be the regional leader in improving lives
through people, parks, places and programs. www.rivcoparks.org
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